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called back so 
auy >: she .?r 
oarticipating in 
i>j3. 

Dr. Chetta was questioned 
jy assistant district attorney 
Alvin V. Cser. 

Q. Doctor, ir. speaking o.' 
he use c: hypnosis os a u.ug- 
- aside tool . . . can you state 
ij ar. exhort whether titer a 
erse: ur.dorsCts hypnosis ho 
con recall more? 

A. YES, SIR, this is quite 
tree. The time interval will . 
■vary also aiter the subject 
cor.es cut o: an hypnotic ' 
• u:e he r.ay nave r«.ca.. o: 
very mtporicnt n nrr.es or 
pieces. It r.ay happen after 
two weeks or *. rr.or.th . . . 

0. Tby is 'that, doctor? 

A. It probably h2s taken 
.. c person thus .er.gtfi o* tsr,e 
t. remove the block or lop 
he has because of ir.- 
• . t:t;c..s. 

Q. Is it possible for a sub- 
. Ct to be platen •c'.der h;> 
r. ois and r.ot recall what hap- 
pened under hypnosis? 

A. That s quite vue. 

CSER THEN described a 



r-'^r .n Orleans Parish coror.ir, \v*s 
witness s.-r.d ;his rr.orr.inj in :he third 
,.j :7 hearing :^r C!-y L. Shaw, icc-::a o: 
plot to kill Prcsicc n: John F. Kenne dy :n 

’ five before coming out o: *~3 
trance ar.d -ye: r.ot renter.- 
ter wuntinp." c . : , 

"That is quite tr..e. 5 - a 
c "Tha nu-taer :-e 



.•ypatitsttc 
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.•tars old with a high school 

aatlan and college degree 

us a£ 5 ir. attendance when 
a assassination plot to kill 
.uj T resident of the U.S. was 
.1: ,essc-d ar.d theft was placed 
ir. 5 hypnotic t^nce. 

Tr<s descri/.icn obviously 
ft Perry Ruiso. the prosecu- 
star 

Cser thej/ asked if it were 
•; possible for the narsan 
.dor hypnosis ' lo ’ count to 



is the trtrtc. • . 

Cser than asueo ^.. 

to relate the cates or. w:..w- 
Russo was hypr.y.i:cd. 

A. THE FIRST dote was 
the 25 th. 

Q. Oh what ror.th, doettr? 

A. “our-ory, Fee. Li. T.te 
r.ex: tire was cr. Thursday. 
This was the tire is Mr. 
Ward’s office, 2 nd the last 
true was Sunday ar.d this 
was in r.y cutice, the cor- 
oner’s office. 1 

Cstr then asked Dr. Chetta j 
if a subject were questioned 
about a specific ror.th wl...a 
under hypnosis, he would re- i 
member more about tnat , 
ror.th of the year after cot> 

. ir.g out 0 : the trance than 
atcu; another ror.th of the 
year. 

Dyrond objected to this 
question, contending that the 
prOi.c-t.--n v. -s & e...... com- 
pletely cut of the :e-lm of 



••HE’S ONLY as’.tt. . an 
opinion here," said — -g- Mat- 
thew S. 3rar.it:. 

Dyrond disagreed. "He is 
trying to --liter re erect oil- 
ity of this witness . . ." 

Dyrond con.tr.aed that there 
was no aut.sortty in law for 
this line of questioning ar.d 
he cited a case, Lindsay vs. 
the United 



JUDGE 
the v.r.r.i 
what v.a. 
ilucnce * 
but “he c 
report/’ 
Oser 0 
r-cnllcn 
Rusao. r 
suajev 
Judge 1 
dered a. 
..siting 0 : 
expert v 
Oser s 
seen q-t 
witness 1 
ehiatry. 
..sited D. 
vjr ~ 
i c\ 



BAGERT contended ,j 
ss- c.-.uia not t-peat | 
said under the in- : 
f sodium pentathal 
ar. give a diagnostic ! 

amended that "the ! 

:s not about Perry ! 
n taiiur.g about the • 

tot the witness." : 

.U:CO.r 0 H-.a V. : ... ;: . 6<co .„ >a<;e , E.c=i« o t r 
vuo it you re city «»a •!««•.) 

of the field 0 : the 



id Dr. Chetta had 

htled 2 s an expert rzge 1 

a the held of ??y- . 

Judce O'Hara then 
. Chetta if he had 
*. ot.ee a a .v w.,e. and — 

„• reullcd .r. the a.*- 



Ue'j) Orleans 
States -Item 



A . . ... S .'w.. * . --- ; i — ~ ■ 

cve.uultd the objeotion j 
0 : the aci a. e. - 
C.-c-r t .an a.kee again it 
a aer.cn woo had been ques- 
tioned ot; a specific month 
unaur hy;xt:.ts would be able , 

month k t;.ar. another m.cmn 1 
after he was brougnt out 0 ; ! 
the trance. ' 1 

• The answer is yes,” Dr. . — 
Chitta sa.d. • 
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OSER THEN took the sam.e 
’nypotitc-tls,il person under the 
tame crcura-tances, v..ao .—a 
-::n a.-lted cut. "ions about 
September of’ 1M3 while he 
was u.v.er aypnCi.s. 

V.Y.'tid cr would r.ot this 



Q - - 

hypothetical person recall 
more of v.na. . . a c d to 




nc: .3-27-67 •'*. ’ 

Zc.uer.: Flesh 

Author: 
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zsunsy: 11/22/03. 



At this noir.t the defense 
again objected, but the objec- 
tion was overruled. 

Chetta .her. answered again 
ir. the affirmative. 

Q. AS AN expert, Dr. Chet- 
ta, am. I correct ir. this? Docs 
r.ot a person placed more 
i than once under hypnosis r.ot 
i recall mere than if he were 
merely undc-r hypnosis once? 

A. The answer is yes. 

Dr. Chcitn said * that he 
would like to explain. “With 
increased hvanotic trances 
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dialing specifically with 
events, this -person would cer- 
tainly I'a-.e a better recall of 
the "events or the questions 
while under the hypnotic 
trance.” 

DHFFA'SE attorney Wii- 
' ..m Y.'cgmisnn then teofc up 
t'-.e quest-cning of Dr. Cheua 
or. ' crass-exr.r.*.:nat!u.:. " 

Q. Dr. Cite::-, what is the 

rule of sanity? 

A. The r-ic cn legal san- 
ity, or the MeXaughtor. Rule, 
is that the person knows right 
from wrong and can choose 
:.',.twecr. ti;e two, car. know 
toe ccnsec.uer.cis ct his act . 
ar.d car. assisl'in his defense. . 

Q. UNDER sodium per.to- 
t'tai, isn’t it true ’-hat r.ot only 
::e the inhibitions as to ex- 
•tessien of fact existing, but 
ccn’t there appear fantasies ' 
ic weii? 

A. Yes. It is up to the man 
c.eirg the test ta toil whether 
tne person is lyir.g or speak- 
it- in fantasy. 

He said there has boon seme 
: ilk a^out sodium pantotital 
the layman who gave it the 
name "truth serum.” 

Q. YOU ARE NOT a psy- 
criatri.t, are you Dr. Cast- 

A. > ■). 

5 - Hasn’t there beer, some 
: cutter, as n the re'iaaiiity 
it- to facts' gotten under so- 
t urn ; ertathai? ' - 

A. IT IS NOT a fact. So- 
ciunt pemcthal has beer, used 
c ite often by psychiatrists, 
fit me pi; chiatrfsts like the 
. .atria shook treatment, and 
oners use phenobarbitol or 
lirb.turatos. 

Dost. :s, like lawyers, have 
f:rt. : choices— the one they 
. . .ok f ts. • 

A .cording to my notes, 
ga-e Russo the drug the 



| A. Y'es, sir. . | 

j Q. Doctor, you .said before 
i .that results depend upon the 
: dependability or knowledge o: 
j the cerson administering the 

! d --o- 

A. IT IS 1..I0 . 1 spent c.. ; y 
! an hour with the patient be- 
! fore administering the drag, 
but I have had years’ c:t- 

.iv.s 



c c : 



ier.ee deaiir.g wi 



;a c .y tr.at you ques 
•. l-.tw i 



:?oned 
did "you talk 



n iv..: 



A. ABOUT AN HOUR. 

Is this the erdy time that 
/aa saw Russo? 



kind ct work and I car. ac- 
quire me fine points ir. a u..ort 1 
time. 

Q. You have no: kr.o.r. . *. 
Russo for li . --- 

doctor? 

A. That’s right. Cr.'.y 
Feb. 27 . I s.-.v h.m. aotw.en 
Feb. c r. *• u.. 

r. ’ ■ . o a . 3 Odv-. •»•>. w»« — • 

How*’ lor. 5 a ::mc wus seen: 
with him a: that tirr.e? 

A. \YZ MZ? in rr.y office ir. 
the coroners office a: 1C a. m. ( 
It was after 3 p. m. when we 
left. I remember because I 
missed my lunch. I was to go 
to Josu.t ar.u -i/.ey nod c.w-Cu 
the doors when I arrived. ^ 

Q. Are you a qualified 
psychiartrist, doctor? 

A. I've been qua. mod :n tr/.i 
ar.d other cases as a psychia- 
trist. 

Q. Is Dr. Fatter the only 
one using psychiatry* oy this 
process of hypnosis? 



A. THAT’S RIGHT. 

Q. isn’t it up !e* the doctor 
.10 separate truth from tan- 

A. Yes, when an attorney, 
interviews a client, he can 
tail cuiakiy the background 
■ veracity of the c.ier.t 
r.i'kcr then someone t-lso bo- 
c.use : e i— - h . r a lot o. ax* 

"’.V. ttii pot... Asst. D : .. 
, .. Ciir roo.r.. to ii.-t 
.ta if te ought 
: so s: litis time was ct:..- 

! - in fantasy or was he iak- 



: " f.ta defense abjected ar.d 
■guc's Eager; said that Dr. 

Ch. tta ir. previous testimony 
: hud u.roady answered this 1 
! cuistion. 

" .’.’o.- it. 'cay Dr. Chetta tost:- 
fiat that Russo r.2d . reactec ; 
very well under me hypnotic 



treatment. 
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